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Schools in Bournemouth, Christchurch, and Poole (BCP) identified the
highest percentage of young carers in England in the 2023-2024 school
census (data published June 2024). 

Schools in Dorset and on the Isle of Wight were in the top 10% across England. 

Headlines DORSET

ISLE OF
WIGHT

Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole

Local authority  School type     2024              National 2023            Change

BCP   Primary         1.9%   0.5%   1.4%   +0.5

   Secondary     3.2%   0.9%   2.5%   +0.7

   AP      5.5%   0.3%   4.0%   +1.5

Dorset   Primary         0.6%   0.5%   0.2%   +0.4

   Secondary     0.9%   0.9%   0.4%   +0.5

   AP      1.6%   0.3%   1.5%   -0.1

Isle of Wight  Primary         0.4%   0.5%   0.3%   +0.1

   Secondary     1.9%   0.9%   1.0%   +0.9

   AP      0.0%   0.3%   0.0%      0
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In 2020, MYTIME Young Carers designed and launched the MYTIME Level Up 

Programme. This programme was designed by young carers, teachers,

and senior leaders in schools to help provide schools with the knowledge,

tools, and skills they need to identify young carers and to support them. 

This programme launched in 2021 to schools in Bournemouth,

Christchurch, and Poole (BCP), to Dorset schools in 2022 and to

schools on the Isle of Wight in 2023. 

Background



Charity Number: 297481                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 www.mytimeyoungcarers.org 4

mytime
YOUNG CARERS

School Census Data 2024

Bournemouth,
Christchurch
and Poole

mytime
YOUNG CARERS

MYTIME is currently partnered with 92% of primary, secondary, and alternative 

provision schools in BCP.  MYTIME has been working with schools in the BCP area

since 2020-2021. 

2024 School Census Data: Bournemouth, Christchurch, and Poole

92%
school

BCP primary schools identified the highest percentage of young carers in 

England, identifying 1.9% of pupils as young carers in comparison to the 

national average of 0.5%. This is an increase of 0.5%, from 1.4% in 2022-2023. 

BCP secondary schools identified the highest percentage of young carers in 

England, identifying 3.2% of pupils as young cares in comparison to the 

national average of 0.9%. This is an increase of 0.7% from 2.5% in 2022-2023. 

BCP alternative provision providers identified the second highest percentage 

of young carers in England, identifying 5.5% of pupils as young carers in 

comparison to the national average of 0.3%. This is an increase of 1.5 % from

4% in 2022-2023. 

“Prior to the training MYTIME delivered to our staff only 34% 

agreed they would be confident identifying young carers, since 

the training was delivered, this has increased to 100%.”

1.9%
3.2%

5.5%

+0.5%
+0.7%

+1.5%

Primary
Schools

secondary
Schools

alternative
providers

data in young 
carers in bcp 
2022-2023
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MYTIME is currently partnered with 34% of primary, secondary, and alternative 

provision schools in Dorset. The percentage of schools MYTIME is working with in Dorset 

has increased gradually since 2022, however this has been constrained due to funding. 

2024 School Census Data: Dorset

Dorset primary schools were in the top 10% of local authorities in 

England, identifying  0.6% of pupils as young carers in comparison to the 

national average of 0.5%. This is an increase of 0.4%, from 0.2% in 2022-2023. 

Dorset secondary schools were in the top 10% of local authorities in 

England, identifying 0.9% of pupils as young cares which is now in line with 

the national average of 0.9%. This is an increase of 0.5% from 0.4% in 2022-

2023. 

Dorset alternative provision providers identified 1.6% of their pupils as 

young carers in comparison to the national average of 0.3%. This is a decrease 

of 0.1% from 1.7% in 2022-2023. 

34%
school DORSET

“Since the MYTIME team came in and delivered training 
on how to identify and support young carers in our 

school, the pastoral and leadership team have identified 
over 30 pupils who have a caring responsibility which 

was previously unknown about. When we explored the 
attendance and attainment of these pupils, we became 

increasingly concerned. Had we not attended the training, 
we would have been unaware of the issues young carers 

were facing and missed key opportunities to provide 
support and intervention to these pupils moving forward.” 

0.6%
0.9%

1.6%

+0.4%
+0.5%

-0.1%

Primary
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secondary
Schools

alternative
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data in young 
carers in dorset 
2022-2023
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MYTIME is currently partnered with 45% of primary and secondary schools on the 

Isle of Wight. We have yet to start working with alternative provision providers. The 

percentage of schools MYTIME is working with on the Isle of Wight has increased since 

2023, and we are now working with all but one secondary school on the island.  

2024 School Census Data: Isle of Wight

Isle of Wight identified 0.4% of pupils as young carers in comparison to 

the national average of 0.5%. This is an increase of 0.1%, from 0.3% in 2022-2023. 

Isle of Wight secondary schools were in the top 10% of local authorities 

in England, identifying 1.9% of pupils as young cares in comparison to the 

national average of 0.9%. This is a significant increase of 0.9% from 1.0%

Isle of Wight alternative provision providers identified 0.0% of their 

pupils as young carers in comparison to the national average of 0.3%. 

45%
school

ISLE OF
WIGHT

“Thanks for putting this at the forefront of our teacher-
minds. It is SO important that we take an extra moment to 

think about what each of our pupils are dealing with. As kids, 
they won’t know their life is any different or special and 
may want and need to ask for help, but they need us to be 

the ones to see them and offer support.”

0.4%
1.9%

0.0%

+0.1%
+0.9%

-0.0%
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72% of schools recorded no young carers in 2023- 2024, which is a slight improvement from 79% in 2022-2023.

In the 2023-2024 census 54,000 pupils were identified as young carers, which is an increase from 39,000in

2022/23. However, this increase should be treated with caution as the estimated number of young carers in England is 1 million. 

Secondary schools identified the highest percentage of young carers at 0.9% (32,500 pupils) and

0.5% of primary pupils (21,000) were identified as young carers. 

National data

Young carers carry immense responsibility in providing care and support at home, but their own needs may remain ‘hidden’ from wider view. The increased 

pressures young carers have faced due to the pandemic has further highlighted the need to improve formal identification of this cohort in schools, understand 

their needs and to provide early help as outlined in statutory guidance on keeping children safe in education. Working together to safeguard children also outlines 

how school and college staff should be particularly alert to the potential need of early help for students who have taken on caring responsibilities. 

National Averages 

0.6% of total number of school pupils in England identified as young carers

0.5% of total number of primary pupils in England identified as young carers

0.9% of total number of secondary pupils in England identified as young carers 

0.3% of total number of alternative provider pupils in England identified as young carers 

1
millionyoung carers

Secondary school
pupils identified as

young carers

32,500
Primary school

pupils identified as
young carers

21,000
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